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Original jurisdiction is the jurisdiction conferred on or inherent in a court in the first instance. ! Original jurisdiction designates 
the adjudicative tribunal in which the initial adjudication is made.” It is a court's power to hear and decide a matter before any 
other court can review the matter.* Original jurisdiction of specified courts in civil actions generally requires the amount in 
controversy to exceed a specified amount.’ It can be distinguished from appellate jurisdiction, which involves ultimate authority 
over the correction of errors of law.> A state's constitution may confer appellate jurisdiction of all cases originating in inferior 
courts and tribunals in their respective districts on the state's district courts.° A court may have both original and appellate 


jurisdiction. i 


The term "derivative jurisdiction" generally refers to the jurisdiction of one court being derived from that of another court, and 


the court with derivative jurisdiction having no more power than that of the other court.® 


The issuance of an injunction is an exercise of original, not appellate, jurisdiction.” 


CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT 
Cases: 


Circuit court lacked subject matter jurisdiction to hear inmate's suit against the Department of Corrections (DOC), seeking 
damages for sum within the jurisdictional limits of circuit court, to wit $15,000.00, and seeking $22.48 to replace his property 
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allegedly taken by DOC employees, and $17.50 for paper, copies, and postage, and this jurisdictional deficiency required remand 
for entry of order transferring case to the county court; even if complaint was read to mean inmate was seeking $15,000 in 
damages (as opposed to seeking a sum within the purported $15,000 jurisdictional limit of the circuit court), the amount sought 
was within the jurisdiction of county court since circuit courts had jurisdiction only for those civil matters which exceeded 
$15,000 in damages. Fla. Const. art. 5, § 20(c)(4); Fla. Stat. Ann. § 34.01. Edwards v. Jones, 221 So. 3d 770 (Fla. Ist DCA 2017). 


[END OF SUPPLEMENT] 
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